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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -20 are presented for examination. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 2/22/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

a. The following terms lack proper antecedence basis: 

i. The inconsistent use of "local computer servers", "local server 

computers", "local server" and "local computer server", "local server" 
through out claims 1-11 render the claims unclear and cause the terms to 
lack antecedence basis. 
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5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1, 3-7, 12 and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hoekstra et al (Hoekstra), US 6,304,277. 

1. Hoekstra was cited in the previous office action. 

8. As per claim 1, Hoekstra taught the invention as claimed including a system for storing 
digital images and providing access thereto on a photo sharing website, said system comprising 

a. a series of local computer servers storing high quality format digital images 
thereon (col.4, lines 9-17: any number of a variety of image origination sites) with 
each local computer server including a proxy arrangement for producing reduced 
quality format proxies of any of said stored high quality format digital images 
(col.4, lines' 18-23: reducing the pixel count of the high resolution digital image 
file at the image origination site to create a low resolution proxy file of the high 
resolution digital image file); 

b. a transmission arrangement for transmitting said proxies to said photo sharing 
website to permit a user remote access to said proxies by accessing said website 
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(col.5, lines 9-11, 19-28: transmitting the compressed proxy file to an image 
correction site); 

c. a series of tools to allow the user to make modifications to the proxies and 
produce an instruction set in accordance with said modifications (col.5, lines 43- 
54: performing any of a variety of modifications on the restored low resolution 
proxy file ...include, but not limited to, exposure correction, neutralizing color 
casts, optimization of reproduction range, image silhouetting, color alternation, 
retouching and color space conversion (e.g. series of tools)); and 

d. means for sending said instruction set to the local computer server having the 
original high quality format digital images used to produce said proxies (col.6, 
lines 55-56: saving the settings or modification in a script file, col.6, lines 6-8: 
transmitting the script file form the image correction site back to the image 
origination site, col.6, lines 18-26, 31-38: By applying the script file to the 
original high resolution digital image file, the same modifications that were 
specifically performed by the image correction specialist at the image correction 
site will be automatically performed at the image origination site to produce a 
corrected high resolution digital image file of professional quality). 

9. As per claim 12, Hoekstra taught the invention as claimed including a photo-sharing web 
server, comprising: 

a. Means for receiving a reduced quality proxy copy of a digital image from a local 
server that stores the digital image in a high quality image format, and for making 
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said proxy copy available a user over the internet (col.4, lines 9-23: reducing the 
pixel count of the high resolution digital image file at the image origination site to 
create a low resolution proxy file of the high resolution digital image file, col.5, 
lines 9-11, 19-28: transmitting the compressed proxy file to an image correction 
site.,, file may be transmitted via internet); 

b. Modification tools allowing the user to make modifications to said proxy copy 
(col.5, lines 43-54: performing any of a variety of modifications on the restored 
low resolution proxy file. ..include, but not limited to, exposure correction, 
neutralizing color casts, optimization of reproduction range, image silhouetting, 
color alternation, retouching and color space conversion (e.g. tools)), 

c. Means for recording modification instructions, in accordance with the 
modifications made to said proxy copy, for applying to the digital image stored in 
the high quality image format (col.6, lines 55-56: saving the settings or 
modification in a script file, col.6, lines 18-26, 31-38); and 

d. Means for sending said modification instructions to any of a series of local servers 
to retrieve the digital image stored in the high quality image format and to 
produce a modified high quality image in accordance with the modification 
instructions (col.6, lines 6-8: transmitting the script file form the image correction 
site back to the image origination site, col.6, lines 18-26, 31-38: By applying the 
script file to the original high resolution digital image file, the same modifications 
that were specifically performed by the image correction specialist at the image 
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correction site will be automatically performed at the image origination site to 
produce a corrected high resolution digital image file of professional quality). 

1 0. As per claim 3, Hoekstra taught the invention as claimed in claim 1 . Hoekstra further 
taught that each of said local server computers includes means for retrieving a stored high quality 
format digital image associated with an instruction set received with respect to a particular proxy 
and means for modifying the retrieved high quality format digital image in accordance with the 
instruction set and printing the modified high quality format digital image (col.l, lines 24-38). 

11. As per claim 4, Hoekstra taught the invention as claimed in claim 1 . Hoekstra further 
taught that said series of tools includes tools for cropping, image enhancement, compositing and 
editing (col.5, lines 43-54: include, but not limited to). 

12. As per claim 5, Hoekstra taught the invention as claimed in claim 1 . Hoekstra further 
taught that said local servers cooperate and accommodate transmission of said high quality 
format digital images there between when a local server receives an instruction set for high 
quality format digital image stored on a different local server (coll, lines 24-38). 

13. As per claim 6, Hoekstra taught the invention as claimed in claim 3. Hoekstra further 
taught that said local servers include means for recording the original or modified high quality 
format digital images to a removable storage media in accordance with user instructions (col.4, 
lines 12-17: photo labs having CD image generation facilities. Col.l 1, lines 1-8). 
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14. As per claim 7, Hoekstra taught the invention as claimed in claim 6. Hoekstra further 
taught that said removable storage media is a removable disk storage media (col.4, lines 12-17, 
col. 11, lines 1-8). 

15. As per claim 20, Hoekstra taught the invention as claimed in claim 1 . Hoekstra further 
taught that said original high quality format digital images include digital images stored by a 
third party photo library and accessed as proxies from the photo sharing website (col.4, lines 12- 
17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claims 2, 8-9, 1 1, 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hoekstra et al (Hoekstra), US 6,304,277, in view of Jackson et al (hereinafter Jackson), US 
6,760,128. 

18. Jackson was cited in the previous office action. 
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19. As per claim 2, Hoekstra taught the invention substantially as claimed in claim 1 . 
Hoekstra did not specifically teach that the high quality format digital images are film scans. 
Jackson taught that said high quality format digital images can be film scans (col.l, lines 28-32). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings of Hoekstra and Jackson because Jackson's teaching of digital images 
uploading including scanned photographic film enables Hoekstra' s method to store, process and 
modify digital images including scanned images and film. 

20. As per claim 8, Hoekstra taught the invention substantially as claimed in claim 1 . 
Hoekstra did not specifically teach that said photo sharing website includes means to create a 
sequence of proxies and provide an instruction set therefor to said local server to form a 
sequence of high quality format digital images in accordance with said instruction set. Jackson 
taught the website includes means to create a sequence of proxies and provide an instruction set 
therefor to said local server to form a sequence of high quality format digital images in 
accordance with said instruction set (col.6, lines 59-67, col.7, lines 1-67, col.8, lines 1-45). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Hoekstra and Jackson because Jackson's teaching of applying 
instructions to a set of proxies enables Hoekstra' s system to process multiple proxies for 
production into albums. 
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21 . As per claim 9, Hoekstra and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 8. Hoekstra further taught that said sequence of high quality format digital images are 
recorded to a removable storage media (col.4, lines 12-17, col.l 1, lines 1-8). 

22. As per claim 1 1 , Hoekstra taught the invention substantially as claimed in claim 1 . 
Hoekstra did not specifically teach that said local server computers accommodate storage of high 
quality format digital images for a first specified period of time and accommodate storage of 
specified high quality format digital images for a second specified period of time which is 
greater than said first specified period of time. Jackson taught that the records uploaded are 
temporarily or permanently stored (col.l , lines 20-27). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hoekstra 
and Jackson because Jackson's teaching of record storing retention enables Hoekstra' s system to 
manage the length of time for storing of the records. 

23. As per claim 13, Hoekstra taught the invention substantially as claimed including a 
method of storing, accessing, modifying and printing digital photographic records comprising: 

a. storing a digital record in a high quality image format on a local file server (col.4, 
lines 9-17: any number of a variety of image origination sites), 

b. producing, at the local file server, a substantially lower quality copy of said digital 
record and transmitting the copy to a website for access by a user (col.4, lines 18- 
23: reducing the pixel count of the high resolution digital image file at the image 
origination site to create a low resolution proxy file of the high resolution digital 
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image file. col. 5, lines 9-11, 19-28: transmitting the compressed proxy file to an 
image correction site,.. file may be transmitted via internet), 

c. recording user-specified modification instructions (col.6, lines 55-56: saving the 
settings or modification in a script file), received from modification tools on the 
website interacting with the copy, with respect to a modified image that the user 
wants reproduced on a charge basis (col.5, lines 43-54: performing any of a 
variety of modifications on the restored low resolution proxy file. ..include, but not 
limited to, exposure correction, neutralizing color casts, optimization of 
reproduction range, image silhouetting, color alternation, retouching and color 
space conversion (e.g. tools)), 

d. producing at said retail outlet a high quality modified image using said retrieved 
high quality record and said modification instructions (col.6, lines 18-26, 31-38: 
By applying the script file to the original high resolution digital image file, the 
same modifications that were specifically performed by the image correction 
specialist at the image correction site will be automatically performed at the 
image origination site to produce a corrected high resolution digital image file of 
professional quality). 

24. Hoekstra further taught to send the modification instruction at an intermediate site 
different from the image origination site (col. 12, lines 25-27) and to retrieve image records 
(col. 12, lines 20-24). Hoekstra did not specifically teach the intermediate site to be a retail outlet 
and retrieve the high quality record associated with said modification instructions at the retail 
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outlet to produce high quality modified image. However, by providing the original image with 
modification instructions, it would have been obvious to process image modification at a 
different site. Jackson taught to use a production retailer to produce the customized image and 
products using the high resolution image record uploaded and user specified image modification 
instruction stored (col.l 1, lines 12-15) where the users are authorized users (col.l, lines 50-52, 
col.5, lines 27-40). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Hoekstra and Jackson because Jackson's 
teaching of producing products using uploaded image and user modification instruction enables 
Hoekstra' s method to print, produce digital images in customized albums, frames or other 
products (col.l 1, lines 12-15, 31-41). 

25. As per claim 14, Hoekstra and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 13. Hoekstra further taught that said lower quality record is transmitted over the internet 
to a web server (col.5, lines 9-11, 19-28: transmitting the compressed proxy file to an image 
correction site... file may be transmitted via internet). 

26. As per claim 15, Hoekstra and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 13. Hoekstra further taught that said local file sever cooperates with other local file 
servers and transfers high quality records to a local server associated with the retail outlet which 
has received instructions to produce the high quality modified image (col.l, lines 24-38). 
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27. As per claim 16, Hoekstra and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 1 3. Jackson further taught that the records on the local file server are maintained only for 
a limited time unless instructions for long term storage are received (temporarily or permanently 
stored, col. 1, lines 20-27). 

28. As per claim 17, Hoekstra and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 13. Jackson further taught that said step of producing said high quality modified image 
prints said image (col. 11, lines 12-15, 31-41). 

29. As per claim 1 8, Hoekstra and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 13. Hoekstra further taught that said step of producing said high quality modified image 
stores said high quality modified image on a compact disk (col. 4, lines 12-17: photo labs having 
CD image generation facilities. Coll 1, lines 1-8). 

30. As per claim 19, Hoekstra and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 13. Hoekstra further taught that said step of producing said high quality modified image 
stores said high quality modified image on a storage medium specified by the user (col.4, lines 
12-17, col. 11, lines 1-8). 

31. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hoekstra and 
Jackson as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Paul et al (hereinafter Paul), US 
2001/0032151. 
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32. Paul was cited in the previous office action. 

33. As per claim 10, Hoekstra and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 8. Hoekstra and Jackson did not specifically teach that said sequence of high quality 
format digital images are made available as an internet slide presentation. Paul taught to create 
internet slide shows using uploaded scans (pp. 0003, 0016). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Hoekstra, Jackson and Paul because Paul's teaching of creating internet presentation enables 
Hoekstra and Jackson's system to create slide shows to share pictures using pictures and audio 
files uploaded. 

Response to Arguments 

34. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

35. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Matsuo, US 6,023,269. 
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36. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 

37. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenny Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM to 5 PM Tue.-Fri. and every other Monday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ksl 

May 4, 2006 




